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mean that the post most important in the critical question
of the day should represent towards the King a policy
opposed to that of his ministers. The friction of our state
machine, already excessive, must not be still further
increased. I can put up with any contradiction to myself
personally, as long as it proceeds from so competent a
source as yourself; but I cannot officially share with any
one the task of advising the King in this matter; and if
his Majesty were to call on me to do any such thing, I
should have to resign iny post. I told the King this on
the occasion of our reading one of your latest despatches ;v
his Majesty considered my point of view very natural, and
I can but hold to it. Nobody expects reports to be only
the reflection of ministerial views; yours, however, are not
reports in the usual sense, but assume the nature of min-
isterial proposals recommending to the King a policy
opposed to that upon which he has already resolved with
his assembled ministry in council, and has already fol-
lowed for four weeks. What I may well call a sharp, if
not hostile, criticism of this decision constitutes, however,
a fresh ministerial programme, and is no longer an am-
bassadorial report. A view which so directly traverses
ours may certainly do harm, but cannot do good; for it
may elicit hesitation and indecision, and I prefer any poli-
cy to one that is vacillating.

' I entirely echo your observation that a " question of
Prussian policy quite simple in itself " is obscured by the
dust arising from the Danish business, and the mirage
attaching thereto. The question is whether we are a
Great Power or a state in the German Federation; and
whether we are, conformably to the former quality, to be
governed by a monarch or, as in the latter case would be